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In Tokyo, he used a letter 
of introduction from Mac- 


been operating. He jumped, 
into it with the same enthusi- 


fr 


Nider on the stationery of -asm he had for his work in; 
the tothMestfim State espionage and unorthodox 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
The life of an Iowa business- 
man was pleasant but un- 
■ ■ eventful for 

Hans V. Tofte. 

He had al- 
j ready lived 
through a 
series of ex-.. 
1 oeriences that ' 
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: warfare. 
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► “This Will be presented b : ALSO, starting, wit.lt a 
tfiy good friend and fellow speech before a luncheon 
H townsman, Lieut. Col. Hans 'group in Clear Lake, Tofte 
8 V. Tofte, presently at you r. launched a career as a public, 
MacNider headquarters,” MacNider' speaker that won him a wide 
Wartime record wrote. “Col. Tofte can tell , reputation in the Midwest, 

and he needed an experi- you in his own story^of some of course, he was not, 

” ' billed as one of the super- 

<S 1>UU1UUI£ »“'* — ’ =>. , nc ’ 

tion of operations for the which was spent in the OSS 
nation’s big international under our mutual friend, Bui 
«pving activity. Donovan, who 'considered 

. TOFTE' PASSED off th« h “ «* « » ablest ft 


, t cillU lie lit; t- vi v v* tvi* - j — - 

4 1 enced undercover agent to rather remarkable service i.n 
would have ' handle planning and execu- World War II, a good part of 

done credit to . - • - - ■- n-nc? 

Lawrence of 
Arabia when the Danish-born 
Tofte and his Iowa - born 
wife, Marlys, moved to Iowa j 

suggestions tliat ne join me. „ Col Tofte has spent a 

dA with the comment that' t of his adult life in 

he would be available if j o u ; tll p ar Past, particularly in 

get am emergency. that is big, Manchu! . ja and China) and, 

enough. , . . WO uVd seem to have all the j 

The outbreak of. the Ko-t ■ • 

vean War in ...June 


j fun »i — . , u 'most valuable operatives." 

with the intention of living | suggestions that he join the - - - - 


out their years in Mason 
City. 

, THEY HAD purchased th® 
controlling interest in Klipto 
Loose Leaf Co. in Mason 
City from Mrs. Tofte’s uncle, 
John Corsaut. Tofte was de- 
termined to be what he con- 
sidered a typical Midwestern 
businessman. He joined the 


spies of the CIA agency, but 
be could deal publicly w i t h 
his danger-filled activities in 
the Danish underground ■ in 
1940, his work in 194.L' and 
’42 with the British comman- 
dos in guerilla warfare in 
Burma, his entry into ! the 
OSS as an instructor and 
. later as an operator in north* 
vvumu owl iv .... — 1 ern Africa and Yugoslavia, 

necessary background to be.j from 1943 through 1946. 
iJ0U of definite- service to you in< 


Washington, D.C.- 


h rough t a call from Wisner, “L^prcsenT' emergency! I! The gun-running activities 
asking that he come to -have faith in his abilities, hislfrom Italy to Yugoslavia 
n i Q fr - - • " • ‘were regarded as essential to 

ne joincu uici. -■-.' . , , ,, r ness, and I commend him to 

Masons the Rotary Club, I in 8 t0 !} was t °ld that wisner consideration for any 

£“?; e Sn 5n, the i^onsideced this emergency ^ for which you may feel 
Mason City Chamber of Com- 1 Iai 'S e enough, and theie wa. ■ his exper i enCe qualifies him., 
merce and^he Elks. a , need for . a _ man . I In a similar letter to Maj. 


' ‘ te’s experience and. particu- 

Through a mutual interest , larly his fluency in Chinese, 


in military affairs and be- 
cause of a mutual acquant- 
ancesnip through the late 
Gen. William (Wild Bill) 


Gen. C. A. Willoughby, who 


the survival of 

the forces of hYYY/t ' i 
Marshal Josip jY 
Tito, and Tof- c... 
te and a Capt. 

Robert Thomp 


I': : 

r - k\ : 


1 

Yell 


k h i'k 


UUl. ft--. * ft- ■■ •/ “ | , •■*'■•«*■ 

was in charge of intelligence! s o n w n o | 'Lt / 
' 'shared the • r-Y 


for MacArthur, MacNider 


some out- 
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command r ■' 

were deco- ifiAivLa 
— -- - .rated by the 

standing work in the last bigjy u g oslavian 1 u 
fracas for Bill Donovan, w’ho. government, and were award- 


Japanese and Russian. 
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There were conferences at 1 commented, 
the highest levels in govern- ! , DID 

Donovan, wlkto'head “y Go“ 

tolLiriLonTy "a"fvw days of Mori, by 

became close mends of ^ en ' ^ent— starting" from scratch j that h e considers him one ofj lhe United States govern- 
Har.ford MacNider, one of the ^ udd operation I ^ es * : in almost any capac- | mGn t .with Donovan making 

most diqtinguisned citizens Korea. He was to bei^y T°F w h>ch his c.xperience , presentation. 

of northeast Iowa. ' based j n Tokyo, Japan, a nd j qual '‘ !es tll ^'' ( ! onP . vc . ir Although decorated by 

iim, even in tnc fir. t c t n v/ork riirertlv with ih<it \v«.ts to i^c ono ^ c^ir , ^ 

months in Mason City Tofte'*.* 8 Douglas^ MacArthur. i ob H’e CIA, but at Wis- 1 '“}* ^ ko mite 

wm in contact with an old tjCn ' U0U8 ‘ as ' ner’s request it stretched on. made It to one of the major 

fric •-■ from his OSS days, THERE WAS no time for through jf»52. and then there .targets o. his remarks or. 

' " J *- = - wen- nthor "rqweial projects", the Mulwi-storn speaking or- 

in -I.,;:- -of the world; cult wWe he * 


Frank G Wisner. Wisner delay. Tofte called his wi:c 
had become the head of the in Mason City, told her to 
clandestine oeerutlons of the 'pack his clothes, that he was 
recently created C e at r a l > ff to the Far Last and would 
IntcUismco Agency (CIA>, ''«•*• have time to return t» t 

I’"*. 


warned that 

,,, , . ., . ;i!,e Yu;v*-.!.r. i.m rVirnmufu'i 

" 'ToT:*” ;r.i of/ 'rnmjcMjld not c.iI'kI an ally : 
fur - i . r .<■ i'l' t ■, T- ply Nr. he at. 
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